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“Every Christian Mason should be A Knight Templar” 

Wednesday, July 1, 2026 
 

Sir Knights, 
 
As we celebrate the month of July and gather with family and friends to observe Independence Day, we 
are reminded that this year marks a significant milestone in our nation's history. Two hundred and fifty 
years ago, on July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence announced to the world that the American 
colonies would no longer submit to tyranny, but would instead embrace the principles of liberty, self-
government, and human dignity. 
 
The struggle for liberty did not end with independence. When the Articles of Confederation proved 
inadequate, visionary statesmen gathered in Philadelphia to establish a stronger foundation through the 
Constitution of the United States. At the close of that convention, Bro. Benjamin Franklin famously 
observed that they had created “a republic, if you can keep it.” From that day forward, Americans cast 
aside the idea of fealty to a man and instead placed their trust in enduring principles—ideas of liberty, 
justice, self-government, and the rule of law—cemented within our nation's foundational document, the 
Constitution. The American experiment became not a devotion to a ruler, but a commitment to ideals. 
 
Franklin’s words remain as relevant today as they were in 1787. The freedoms we enjoy are not self-
sustaining; they require vigilance, responsibility, and an unwavering commitment to the principles upon 
which our nation was founded. 
 
As Knights Templar, we are reminded of this sacred duty in the beautiful conclusion of the Order of the 
Temple. There, the flag of the United States is presented as a constant inspiration and described as the 
majestic symbol of Freedom under Constitutional government. We are taught that so long as it flies, 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from the earth. 
 
As our nation commemorates its Semiquincentennial, let us reflect upon the blessings of American 
liberty and renew our dedication to the ideals of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. May we remain 
faithful guardians of the institutions and principles that have preserved freedom for two and a half 
centuries, ensuring that future generations may enjoy the same blessings that have been entrusted to 
our care. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
T.S. Akers, KTCH 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Oklahoma 
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